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\ ON THE - - 
PROPRIETY 
OF REQUIRING A 


SUBSCRIPTION To ARTICLES or FAITH; 


N a calm, and, as I truſt, impartial view. 


of the Controverſy about Subſcriptions, 
which has ſubſiſted ſo long, and been ſupported 
with ſo much zeal; it appeared to me that ſeveral 
able writers, who had engaged in this cauſe, were 
eren yet hardly got in ſight of the main Queſtion, 


concerning the true grounds of civil and eccle- 


ſiaſtical Polity; and that a few particulars re- 
quired ſtill farther explanation, in order to ſet 
the whole in a proper light. 


And though I am very ſenſible chat . Ss 
here offered, having moſt of it been drawn up 
ſome time ago, muſt in a great meaſure be ſuper- 
ſeded Bs ſeveral late e, ; yet conſidering 
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the ſmall effect theſe appear to have produced, ö 
was tempted to imagine that it might not pros 
_ altogether uſeleſs, or out of ſeaſon, to enforc, 
them; by reviving ſome of thoſe original maxim 
which ought to direct all ſuch enquiries, but 
which in my apprehenſion have long been, and 
are ſtill either too little, * or too much 
diſregarded. 

l have no deſign of entering into the fubje& 
matter of our Articles; but only beg leave to 
' propoſe ſome general Obſervations, concerning 
the riſe and progreſs of a cuſtom, which ſeems 
to place certain explications of ſuppoſed Serip- 
ture Doctrines on the fame foot with the Scrip- 
tures themſelves; — to enquire how far this prac- 
tice may be juſt and expedient in the preſent 
times, or in itſelf defenſible at any time; — to ſee 
upon what principles it is founded; — what pleas | 
are offered to lupport it; — and laſtly, point out 
ſome of its effects. 
The Chriſtian Religion, as originally conlli 
tuted, was very plain and practical; level to all 
capacities, and calculated for the common good 
of mankind, in every ſtation and condition, both 
here and hereafter. 
But in proceſs of time, when converts flocked 
into the church from each Jewiſh ſect and Gen- 
tile ſchool of philofophy, and brought their cha- 
racteriſtic dogmata along with them, this divine 
inſtitution ſwerving from the fimplicity of 2 
moral diſcipline to the ſubtilties of metaphyſical 


debate, pre into a moſt 1 ingenious ſyſtem of ſpe⸗ 
culative 


1 3 
culative ſcience; men of art and intrigue ſought 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves, by introducing ſome 
peculiarities of their own party into it; and on its 
gaining an eſtabliſhment in the world, ſtrove to 
get theſe eſtabliſhed. along with it, in ſome ela- 
borate creed or confeſſion; the more involved 

and intricate the better Fo, ſince the ſacred. pecu- 

lium was thereby ſecured in fewer hands; and 
theſe refinements being once impoſed were the 
| more readily received and propagated, as there 
was apprehended to be no ſmall merit, certainly 
appeared to be a conſiderable benefit, in believing, 
or [which ſerved the purpoſe equally] profeſſing 
to believe, and promiſing to maintain them *. 

» Setting afide ſuch partial, indirect views, it muſt upon the leaſt 

; refletion be acknowledged, that a Creed ought to be very clear and 

intelligible to all perſons; conſiſting of the moſt eſſential points 


wherein all parties are agreed, and into which ſchool terms and ſub- 
tilties of diſputation ſhould never be admitted. | | 


The terms of Chriftian Communion ſhould likewiſe be as general 


doctrine diſcharged from public forms of devotion. 8 
By theſe means a Liturgy might caſily be framed, wherein all 
ſects of Chriſtians might join, and prove perhaps the beſt means of 
promoting mutual peace and harmony amongſt us, while after the 
good example of ſome leſs eminent, though perhaps not leſs perfect, 
Churches, . we manifeſt ourſelves to be really members of what we 
daily profeſs a belief in, the Holy Catholic Church, and preſerve, as far 
as in us lieth, the Communion of Saints; and thereby give no unim- 
portant ſenſe to theſe two articles of our Creed, thus ſtanding in cloſe 
connection with each other, and the former of them very properly 
inferring the latter: which it plainly does, both as implying an 
obligation, and as including a privilege. Since if chriſtian com- 
munion and ſocial worſkip be a chriſtian's duty, they muſt alſo be 
his right: and if we are forbidden to for/ake the aſſembling of ourſel ves 
together, how can we anſwer for the obſtructing of it in others, and 
Keeping them at an unneceſſary diftance from us? Dogmata creditu 
neceſſaria ſunt pauciſſima intra breve Apoſtolorum Symbolum contenta, 
cujus profeſſio in Liturgiis unice a baptizando requiritur, et ab Ec-- | 
cleſia Bafilienſs in adminiſtratione ſacræ cœnæ repetitur, hoc an 
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and comprehenſive as it is poſſible, and each particular controverted 


2, 

Thus each ſucceſſive age went on erying uy, 

and contributing its ſhare to the bulky code of 
ſuch abſtruſe credenda; and in proportion to its 
zeal for theſe, ſlighting the proper grounds and 
objects of a rational faith, and detracting from 
the importance, and difcrediting the practice of 
7 , 8 
And thus every age grew worſe and worſe; till 
things coming to a criſis, on the revival of letters, 

this enormous maſs of corruption was laid open, 

and ſome. reformation called for in ſo loud a 
manner, that the conductors of theſe political 
| 333 77 N x4 
® Epiphonem ate: His Arti culis, F ratres, femus contenti, nec quenquam qui | 
hoc credit temere damnemus. Weiften, N. T. Vol. II. p. 874. de Interpr, 

But as the preſent age, how much ſoever improved in religious 
knowledge, ſeems yet far from entertaining ſuch a liberal plan; moſt 
people, inſtead of looking into the true nature and defign of Chriſ- 
tianity, as delivered in its original records, and purfued tu the more 
primitive times, being ſtill apt to view it in a ſyſtematic way, as con- 
fiſting of various doctrinal points, drawn from different ſources of 
philoſophy, whether ancient or modern ; — This being in a great 
meaſure: ſtill the cafe, we muſt, I fear, ſubmit to prejudices; and 
inſtead of amuſing ourſelves with viſionary ſchemes of perfection, 
it may erhaps be ſufficient to throw out a, few hints, of a more 
practicable kind, by ſuggeſting ſome relaxation from the preſent 
mode of fabfcribing ; which entails a ae ſyſtem on us at once. 

For though theſe ſame Articles are called only 'Fhirty-nine, let 
no man from hence imagine, that he has only thirty-nine Propofi- 
tions to deal with; he will find four or five times that number, tho 

bound up indeed into ſo many bundles. The ſecond Article alone 
Contains thirteen very ſubſtantial propoſitions; the ſeventeenth, 
twelve; the twenty-fifth as many; and the like may be affirmed in 
a greater or leſs degree of the reſt. 

Now may it not well be queſtioned, whether in any one ſcience 
or ſubje& in the world, ſo many diſtin& propoſitions can be found, 
beyond abſolute intuition 'or demonſtration, wherein even twelve 
men, much leſs where twelve thouſand, and a perpetual ſucceſſion 
of them through every viciſſitude of learning and Fhowledge, can 
be made uniformly to agree? ne 5 

Concerning theſe in general it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that 
they either deliver doctrines in which all men are agreed, and ſo far 


muſt be ſuperfluous; or handle points about which many full doubt 
and diſpute, and ſo fall within che fubſequent Conſiderations. 


T3) 
machines were no longer able to ſuppreſs the call, 
or ſtifle it. 


They who renounced ſome groſs errors of 8 | 


 Romiſh church, ſet out upon theſe two ſolid and 
ſelf· evident principles; firſt, that the holy ſcrip- 
ture is our only ſtandard both of faith and prac- 
tice : and ſecondly, that its meaning is to be aſ- 
certained to us by our own reaſon on the whole. 


Now according to theſe principles, the nature 


and extent of every man's religious perſuaſion 
muſt be a thing purely perſonal, tranſacted only 
between God and his own conſcience; there be- 
ing no third perſon commiſſioned to determine 
it for him; no ſet or ſociety on earth, how re- 


ſpectable ſoever, upon whoſe authority he can 


abſolutely depend, and which may be ſecurely 


_ pleaded as ſufficient to juſtify him in ſuch de- : 


pendence, nor conſequently which has a right to 
control his determinations in this reſpect. 

Who art thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant ? 
| To his own maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. Why daft 
thou then judge thy brother, and ſet at nought thy 


brother, ſeeing every one of us "Soul give account of 


bimſelf to God? 

If then,! in this caſe every man muſt . for 
himſelf, is it not fit and equitable that he be al- 
lowed, and invited to judge for himſelf? Under 
ſuch circumſtances may not each individual, who 
has common ſenſe, — and if he has not; what 
good will his religion do him? — ought not every 
one, that can be termed a reaſonable creature, to 


* 


make uſe of his reaſon, moſt eſpecially in mat- 
| A 3 | oy 
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ters of the laſt importance, and follow its di- 
rections to the extent of his capacity, be it never 
fo ſmall? — and when we have juſt ideas of 
Chriſtianity, we ſhall ſee that no very great one 
is required for the purpoſe:—Muſt he not ſer up 
his private judgment, and abide by it, in all points 
which concern his eternal welfare; ſo long as ever 
he apprehends them to be ſuch; ſo long as he 
continues ſenſible that he has a ſoul of his own 
to be ſaved, and that by the hone/? application of 
; thoſe abilities that God has given him [which is 
all the merit I know in believing] he muſt faith- 
fully approve himſelf to the fame God, and dili- 
gently work out his own ſalvation? 
The ptous proteſtants abovementioned, though 
fully ſatisfied both of the truth and the import- 
ance of theſe principles, on which they had hi- 
therto proceeded, yet awaze how greatly they 
were miſrepreſented and abuſed on that account 
began to think it neceſſary to repel the various 
calumnies that had been caſt upon them, by 
ſetting forth ſome public Conſtitutions or Confeſ- 
ſions, as a declaration of their faith and worſhip. 
To make ſuch declaration ſtill more authentic, 
they likewiſe engaged themſelves in a mutual 
bond vf conformity to all theſe Conſtitutions.— 
But here theſe good men were not equally 
aware, how little agreeable. this laſt part of their 
conduct might prove to the principles purſued 
by them in the former; or rather how greatly it 
would contribute to the buildins up again that 
ſpiritual Tyranny, which they had ſo long — 


„% QqC07T 
| "ed to deſtroy: nor did they imagine in how ſhort 


and defence againſt the common Foe, was to 
become a wall of ſeparation which would divide 
them from each other, a roof of bitterneſs amongſt 


in ſhort, one of the chief cauſes of their mutual 
diſtraction and deſolation. | 


leſs in all .proteſtant countries throughout Eu- 


of their eccleſiaſtical ſtory *. Bl 
e r And 


1 * Chriſtianum orbem ob varias de religione opiniones in 
partes miſere ſciſſum et diſcerptum, animos odio mutuo acerbatos, 
eccleſiæ unitatem conculcatam, charitatem extinctam: nec ullùm 
malis hiſce adhiberi poſſe remedium, fonte et ſcaturigine eorum non 
ſublata, Omnium autem malorum fontem deprehendit, quod ho- 
mines, ſimplicitate ſacrz Scripturæ derelictà, verba formulaſque lo- 
quendi Spiritui ſancto ignotas excogitaverant, iiſque tanquam Ye» 
mrwv5045 conſcientias aliorum alligarunt, a quibus recedere eſſet 


reticis dignoſcerentyr; nec ulli ad eadem ſacra nifi formularum ha- 


qui ſacram Scripturam unicam fidei regulam agnoſcentes, conſcientias 
ſuas humanis verbi divini interpretationibus, perinde atque verbo 
apſo, adſtringi indigniſſime ferunt. Hinc dum illi pro verborum 


eccleſiæ ruptura. 
Unicum huic male remedium eſt, omnibus hujuſmodi kumanis 
formulis rejectis ad ſacræ Scripture ſimplicitatem reverti, et, ad 
apoſlolorum exemplar, loqui prout Spiritus ſanctus nobis dedit elo- 
qui. Compendioſiſſima id obtinendi via eſt, formularum harum et 
er multiplices defectus et incommoda oſtendere, iiſque ma- 
um cui tollendo excogitantur, non ſanari, ſed exaſperari. Limborch 
Pref. ad Curcel. Op. Calc. Add Limb. Theol. Chriſt. C. ult. fin. 
et Curcell. Pref. ad Epiſcopii Op. i 


* Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory will ſkew us one evil, than which none be- 


poking unreaſonable terms of 5 and requiring Chriſtians 
| 49 8 to 


a time this Bulwark, raiſed for their ſafeguard 


them, whereby many would be troubled and defiled; 


This appears to have been the caſe more or 


rope; a lamentable detail of whoſe diviſions and 
diſtreſſes on that very account, makes up the main 
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nefas: Hz teſſeræ et xe:712:4 fuerunt, ex quibus orthodoxi ab hæ- 


rum ſubſcriptione admiſſi. Quod aliis jugam intolerandum videtur, 


_ a ſe excogitatorum auQoritate, hi pro ſui libertate ſtant, miſera fit 
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gan ſooner, or ſtretched itſelf farther, or hath more diſturbed and 
liſtreſſed the Chriſtian world in all ages; and that evil is, The im- 
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And here I cannot well avoid remarking, that 
all kinds of engagements declarative of our full 
and final perſuaſion in matters of faith, how re- 
putable ſoever they may have long been in moſt 
Churches, yet are wholly founded upon princi- 
ples directly oppoſite to thoſe abovementioned; 
and rely upon the following ſuppoſition, vis. 
that a Teacher of the Goſpel has a power ſo far 
to abridge his chriſtian liberty, as to entangle him- 
ſelf with new yokes, or tie himſelf up by ſtipula- 
tions from impartially examining. the Word of 
God, and with equal impartiality explaining it 
agreeably to ſuch examination, in all points, and 
at all ſeaſons, to the very beſt of his judgment, 
and the then meaſure of his underſtanding, 
Whereas if this judgment or underſtanding is, as, 
with the generality of thinking men, it will al- 
ways be, in a progreſſive ſtate, ought it not ra- 
ther to be kept always open and unbiaſſed? 
Should not we eſteem it our chief duty at all 
events to ſecure this /ingleneſs of eye, which is a 
qualification abſolutely neceſſary for any fair en- 
quiry; and which muſt include an unalienable 
Property, an indefeaſible Right inſeparable from 

| is 18 8 that 


to profeſs doctrines not propounded in ſcriptural words, but inforced 
as conſequences from paſſages of Scripture, which one may call ſyſ- 
tems of conſequential divinity. — I could propoſe. a Jong liſt of quel- 
tions relating to critical, metaphyſical, ſpeculative CIvIDIty, which 
| happily are left at large, and not converted into articles of faith. 
And what is the conſequence? The conſequence is, that many of 
the learned never think at all about them ; that they who have con- 
£dered them are of diverſe opinions; that inquiſitive men hàve dis- 
pared about them; and that peeviſh men have abuſed one a other 
about them ; but no ſchiſm hath been cauſed, nor hath the peace of 
the Church or the State been diftyrbed by them.” Jortin, Second 
Charge, Vol, VII. p. 4012, 


that allegiance which belongs to Chriſt our only 
Lord and Maſter; and to the preſervation of which 
we ſhould conſider ourſelves as lying under a 
perpetual obligation, antecedent to all compacts, 
promiſes or oaths, made in any wiſe to the con- 
trary, and indiſpenſable by themen: 
And ſeeing the ſame word of God is owned to 
be an adequate rule, amply ſufficient for eternal 
ſalvation, and our only ſafe guide to it; we ought 
ſurely to be content with this rule, and leave 
every doctrine in exactly the ſame degree of ſpe- 
cialty and preciſion, under which it was there 
originally delivered“. We ſhould beware of 
having any other Goſpel preached unto us, or any 
other articles propounded to us for Goſpel +: we 
V neither 
gut it muſt again to our ſorrow be confeſſed, that many eccle-. 
ſiaſtical ſocieties were ſo far from being content with the plain, eaſy, 
natural plan of their primitive inſtitution, that they could not reſt 
till they had got ſome artificial ſyſtem, or ſett of doctrines, as 
a badge to diſtinguiſh them from ſome other ſocieties of their fellow 
Chriſtians, or to make a party diſtinction among themſelves; though 
ſuch particular doctrines are not to be found in their original 
_ ſtandard, without avrefting it: — which may be done many ways, even 
oppoſite to each other: v.'g. either firſt, by extending and enlarg- 
ing; or ſecondly, by cramping and abe Kk. it. z. By png 
ſome of its terms in a general, abſolute ſenſe, as including the a 
nature, eſſence, ſubſtance, &c. of an incomprehenſible Being, where 
ſuch Being is only ſet forth relatively, i. e. ſo far as he reſpeRs xs, or 
as may concern our intereſt in and duty to him: or 2. by diving 
into the particular modus of a thing, which is only laid down in ge- 
neral words, though theſe be ſufficient to convey to us as clear and 
complete ideas as probably we are capable of receiving, and making 
a right uſe of, in our preſent ſtate. . 3 n 
By theſe means men are apt to involve themſelves in endleſs dif- 
feulties, and often labour to entail the ſame on all ſucceeding ge- 
nerations. | SS , | ward . 1 
Inſtances of this common conduct are too obvious to need naming. 
+ Vid. Lecke on Gal. i. 7, 8, 9. Oavha g os erw ra Hrari- 
b Fs eig r EvayyeAior. On 554 aA &4 j41) TWES £40'W 0b Eo 
tha. — I marvel ye are ſo ſoon removed unto another goſpel: which is not 
55 YE 1 . owing 
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all kinds of engagements declarative of our full 
and final perſuaſion in matters of faith, how re- 


Churches, yet are wholly founded upon princi- 


and rely upon the following ſuppoſition, VIS. 


ſelf with new yokes, or tie himſelf up by ſtipula- 
tions from impartially examining, the Word of 


with the generality of thinking men, it will al- 


Should not we eſteem 1t our chief duty at all 
events to ſecure this /ingleneſs of eye, which is a 


Charge, Vol, VII. p. 401-2, 


1 


And here I cannot well avoid remarking, "I 


putable ſoever they may have long been in moſt 
ples directly oppoſite to thoſe abovementioned; 


that a Teacher of the Goſpel has a power fo far 
to abridge his chriſtian liberty, as to entangle him- 


God, and with equal impartiality explaining it 
agreeably to ſuch examination, in all points, and 
at all ſeaſons, to the very beſt of his judgment, 
and the then meaſure of his underſtanding, 
Whereas if this judgment or underſtanding is, as, 


ways be, in a progreſſive ſtate, ought it not ra- 
ther to be kept always open and unbaaſled ? 


qualification abſolutely neceſſary for any fair en- 
quiry; and which muſt include an unalienable 
Property, an indefeaſible Right inſeparable from 

It IR” | that 


to profeſs doctrines not propounded in ſcriptural words, but inforced 
as conſequences from paſſages of Scripture, which one may call ſyſ- 
tems of conſeguential divinity. — I could propoſe, a long liſt of queſ- 
tions ger, to critical, metaphyfical, ſpeculative S ivinity, which 
happily are left at large, and not converted into articles of faith. 
And what is the conſequence? The conſequence is, that man) of 
the learned never think at all about them; that they who have con- 
{f:dered them are of diverſe opinions; that inquiſitive men have diſ- 
puted about them; and that peeviſi men have abuſed one a other 
about them ; but no ſchiſm hath been cauſed, nor hath the peace of 
the Church or the State been diftyrbed by them.“ Fortin, Second 


that allegiance which belongs to Chriſt our only 
Lord and Maſter; and to the preſervation of which 
we ſhould conſider ourſelves as lying under a 
perpetual obligation, antecedent to all compacts, 
promiſes or oaths, made in any wiſe to the con- 
trary, and indiſpenſable by them? A. 


And ſeeing the ſame word of God is owned to 
be an adequate rule, amply ſufficient for eternal 
ſalvation, and our only ſafe guide to it; we ought 
ſurely to be content with this rule, and leave 
every doctrine in exactly the ſame degree of ſpe- 
cialty and preciſion, under which it was there 
originally. delivered“. We ſhould beware of 
having any other Goſpel preached unto us, or any 
other articles propounded to us for Goſpel +: we 
e een 
. * But it muſt again to our ſorrow be confeſſed, that many ecele- 
ſiaſtical ſocieties were ſo far from being content with the plain, eaſy, 
natural plan of their primitive inſtitution, - that they could not reſt 
till they had got ſome artificial ſyſtem, or ſett of doctrines, as 
1 to diſtinguiſh them from ſome other ſocieties of their fellow 
Chriſtians, or to make a party diſtinction among themſelves; though 
ſuch particular doctrines are not to be found in their original 
ſtandard, without wvre/ing it: = which may be done many ways, even 
oppoſite to each other: v. g. either firſt, by extending and enlarg- 
ing; or ſecondly, by cramping and pla She it. 1. By king 
ſome of its terms in a general, ab/olute ſenſe, as including the who 
nature, eſſence, ſubſtance, &c. of an incomprehenſible Being, where 
{uch Being is only ſet forth relatively, i. e. ſo far as he reſpects ut, or 
as may concern our intereſt in and duty to him: or 2. by diving 

into the particular modus of a thing, which is only laid down in ge- 
neral words, though theſe be ſufficient to convey to us as clear and 
complete ideas as probably we are capable of receiving, and making 
a right uſe of, in our preſent ſtate. / „ : 5 
By theſe means men are apt to involve themſelves in endleſs dif- 
kculties, and often labour to entail the ſame on all ſucceeding ge- 
nerations. VPP 5 
Inſtances of this common conduct are too obvious to need naming. 
Vid. Lecke on Cal. i. 7, 8, 9. Oavpatu or 8Tu TAXMW; pETET 
2 eig dr EvayytAior, Or πνν HANG &4 jar) TWES SEW 0b TARATOOVIEG 
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neither ſhould ourſelves attempt to fix, nor, ſo far 
as in us lieth, ſuffer others to fix any ſtandards or 
criterions of faith ſeparate from this goſpel, as 
containing authentic expoſitions on any part of 
it; and theſe of ſuch authority, that the text it- 
ſelf muſt bend to them upon occaſion, and be 
determined by theſe, as _y are cans again by 
that in a circle. 
Such a proceeding conſtitutes the worſt part of 
the whole Popiſh ſyſtem, and eaſily makes way 
for all the reſt: and perhaps anſwers more ex- 
actly than ſome may imagine to St, Paul's charge 
of corrupting the word of God, and bandli 2 it de- 
ceit fully. 
Againſt all ak dangerous practices this A- 
poſtle has repeatedly forewarned us #: and well 
were it for us would: we carefully attend to his 
admonition, being ever dihgent in cultivating and 
improving our knowledge of the Scriptures in 
their true ſpirit, and original purity ; ever willing 
to impart the fruits of ſuch proficiency to our 
brethren, as occaſion may be offered. 
This is what our own church ſolemnly re- 
quires of us, how conſiſtently with ſome other 
requiſitions is little to the purpoſe;] to the ſame 
we with equal ſolemnity pledge ourſelves, at our 


entrance on the miniſtry: which formal declara- 
s tion 


owing o any ehing elſe, but only this, that ye are * by a certain ſort 
of men, who would overturn _ 2 S Cbriſt by making other things 
h beſide thoſe which are evidently contained in it. 

6 early did this ſpirit of b. ſtiled the myftery of ure, 
begin to Work! 


I Os 88 — Hunde Joawres Tor Aoyor, 2 Cor. ii. 17. by, 2. 
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tion indeed properly reminds us of, but cannot 
in ſtrictneſs either create or alter the obligation; 


ſince our original duty to the ſupreme Governor 


muſt remain in full force, how ſeldom ſoever we 
are induced to recognize it, or how much ſoever 
we may riſk it by ſubmitting to injunctions from 
ſubordinate governors, which may vary from or 
prove repugnant to it, as ſhall ſuit the taſte and 
temper of thoſe who are pleaſed to uſurp his le- 
J rode es 
From what has been already obſerved, I think 

we have reaſon to conclude, that any implicit 
ſubmiſſion to ſuch authority is hardly conſiſtent 
with that entire obedience which is due to the 
ſole Author of our ſalvation, — that ſtrict atten- 
tion which ever ſhould be paid to the terms 
thereof preſcribed by himſelf, and plainly ſet forth 
in his holy word; by which word we know, all 
of us are to be judged at the laſt day; and which 
is left with us to be carefully applied in every 
exigence to our conſciences, and interpreted [all 
poſſible helps being uſed for that purpoſe] in the 
laſt reſort, by our own reaſon, and not that of an- 
other : for the upright uſe whereof, as aboveſaid, 
and for that alone, we are properly accountable, 
whatever be the reſult of ſuch enquiries and in- 
terre „ 
e With 

* © The literal, plain and uncontrovertible meaning of Scripture, 
without any addition or ſupply by way of interpretation, is that alone 
which we are bound to accept. —l take not this to be any particular 
conceit of mine, but that unto which our church ſtands neceſſarily 


und. When we receded from the church of Rome, one motive 
Was, becauſe ſhe added unto Scripture her Glaſſes, as canonical, to 


ſupply 


3 8 
With regard to the right of requiring Sub- 
ſeription deduced from the nature of a ſociety, 
as ſuch, which writers on that ſide generally ſet 
out with, it reſts entirely on this argument or 
aſſertion; vis. that the church, like other ſocie- 
ties, has a power to preſcribe its own terms of ad- 
mittance, and annex what conditions it pleaſes to 
the privileges it confers; and ſo long as no man 
is compelled to ſubſcribe, but left at liberty either 
to accept the emoluments offered, upon the terms 
they are offered, or to decline them both ; there 
can be no reaſon to complain of hardſhip. But 
this capital argument may perhaps on examina- 
tion appear inapplicable to the preſent caſe. 

For if the ſociety is ſomethin g more than a mere 
human eſtabliſhment, or voluntary combination 
of men, and derives its conſtitution from ſome 
other authority; the terms of admittance into 
| ſuch ſociety, may be fixed by the very authority 
| that conſtituted the ſociety itſelf, and conſequent- 
ly placed out'of the power of any bye law, or 
ſubſequent regulation or reſtraint: and in this 
view, the matter ſeems to have been conſidered 
originally. As vin. 36. And the Eunuch ſaid, ſee 
here is water, what doth hinder me to be baptized? 
And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thy heart, 
thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and aid, J believe 
that * 25 e 15 the Son of ( God. 7b. X1. 17. For- 


afmuch | 


FRYE what ths plain Text of Scripture did not yield. If in place 
of others, we ſet up our own Gloſſes, thus to do were nothing elſe 
but to pull down Baal, and ſet up an Ephed ; to run round and meet 
che church of Rome again in the ſame point, in which at an we lest 
her. J. Hates, Gold. Rem. p. 19. 
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* oſmuch then as God gave them the like Gift, as he 


did unto us who believed in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, ; 
what was I that I could withſtand God? Comp. ib. 


x. 47. and alſo xv. 19, &c. Where it; the very 
firſt and moſt orthodox council, St. James gives 


his judgment againſt troubling thoſe with impo- 
ſitions, who from among the Gentiles had been turn- 
ed to GO l.. 

In theſe and the like paſſages, does there appear 
any right of arbitrary excluſion? Is it not clear, on 
the contrary, that the Apoſtlesand Elders eſteemed 
themſelves bound to receive Converts on a gene- 
ral profeſſion of their faith in Chrift, and their 


complying with the terms of his Goſpel; and were 


no more at liberty to ſhut them out, than to 


force them in; or authoriſed to lay upon them 
any other burden, beſide a few neceſſary things, i. e. 


18 for the then ſtate and circumſtances of 
theſe converts? 


Farther ; If the acts of this ſame ſociety often 


draw after them conſequences relative to an- 


other, wherein it has no right to interfere; and 
very nearly affect the civil property of individuals, 


over which it has no authority; ſhould it not be 
extremely cautious in framing ſuch determina- 
tions, as are attended with theſe conſequences ? 


Again : Do not all ſuch particular, minute 


regulations properly belong to Temporals, whereof 


the reſpective governors in each community have 
the diſpoſal? and ſhould. they with equal ſtrict- 
neſs and preciſion take place in Sp:r:tuals, which 


cannot in like manner be diſpenſed by theſe go- 
EL EO 7 .  vernors, 
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vernors, or become ſubject to their cogniſance 
and juriſdiction? 

I to the allegation, that there can be no room 
to complain of hardſhip, where there is no com- 
pulſion; though it were allowed, that men are 
not properly compelled to declare their aſſent to 
what they cannot believe; yet it muſt alſo be al. 
lowed, that they are oftentimes violently tempted 
to it: and it is hard to ſay, how either church or 

ſtate can find its account in hazarding as well 
the peace, as probity of its members, by leading 
them into all the labyrinths of a looſe and perfi- 
dious caſuiſtry; more eſpecially-when it is con- 
ſidered, that conſcience once ſtrained, ſeldom con- 
tracts again to its firſt dimenſions. 

Nor does any farther ſecurity ſeem requiſite in 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, than that of public 
acquieſcence under their deciſions, as ſo many 
known laws of the land, to which we ſubmit, 
whatever may be our private ſentiments concern- 
ing their utility: nor does it ſeem reaſonable, that 
any farther Teſt be impoſed upon a miniſter in 
any church, than his promiſe of compliance with 
the liturgy, rites and offices of that church in 
which he is to miniſter. This one would think 
ſufficient for any valuable purpoſe, without an 
expreſs profeſſion of ſuch miniſter's preſent be- 


lief concerning each particular doctrine, or which 


is ſtill more extraordinary, a promiſe from him 
to F in the ſame belief all hi life time. 
5 This 


* In the church of Scotland, "AY uſual form'of cabſcription binds 


all i intrants into the FO: and all ad. in their ſupreme jor 
# 


1 


EMT + : 
This aſſuranee of conforming to the rules and 
conſtitutions of his church, every one may ho- 


neſtly give, and adhere to, ſo long as upon full 


examination he continues ſatisfied, that there is 


nothing enjoined by the ſaid church, manifeſtly 


repugnant to that ſupreme rule, whereunto both 
he and it ought ever to remain conformable. _ 

And though ſome well meaning people may 
entertain ſuch high notions of eccleſiaſtical power, 


and its relation to the ſtate, as to be fond of 


drawing conſequences from one of theſe eſtabliſh- 
ments to the other; or politicians may find their 


account in artfully confounding them; yet ſurely 


theſe are in themſelves diſtinct things, and ought 
to be kept as clear from each other as is poſſible ; 
ſo that neither of them be proſtituted to. corrupt 
views. The terms of our communion in this 
life, ought neither to be ſtretched beyond thoſe of 


our common ſalvation in the next; nor other laws 
of Chriſtian fellowſhip introduced, beſide thoſe 
which the great Author and Finiſher of our Faith | 


| hath ſeen fit to appoint for the government of 
his church throughout all ages. 


Whereas it 1s juſtly apprehended, that ſeveral 


bye points and bye laws in many a church, that 


boaſts of its r and Wee will hardly 


bear 


tory, ©to aſſent to every propoſition i in the Vg finer c Non, as 


being founded in the holy Scri N and promiſe to adhere to the 


ſaid perſwaſion to their life's en N to the church of Scotland, 


p. 10. 1739. 


A like engagement was . in moſt of the French reformed 15 


4 


2 while they ſubſiſted. 


In the univerſity of Dublin they have no | ubſcription at all, by the 


direction of ABp. Laud himſelf, as is „ep when he Was 9 
ng omg of = opinions. 


( 16 ), 

"RX this teſt; being ſo foreign to the real eſſence 
of a Chriſtian ſociety, as to afford little ground 
| for their having been enacted at all; much lefs, 

enforced with pains and penalties, and ſurrounded 
with ſuch a train of wholeſome ſeverities, as are 
productive of nothing but miſery and confuſion); 
— ſuch as tend equally to diſtreſs men in their 
circumſtances, and diſturb their peace of mind; 
— to impair their fortunes — injure their pro- 
ſpects — blaſt their reputations ; — and where 
full ſcope is given to them, terminate in bodily 
inflictions: And all this, out of the pureſt and 
moſt pious concern for the ſouls of thoſe miſled 
men; or rather [ſince the promoters of all this 
muſt know, that it is not the way to convert 
ſuch] the ſouls of ſome others, whoſe ſafety is 
ſuppoſed to depend upon the like meaſures : The 
old and conſtant plea for every work of violence, 
every kind and _ of perſecution, 1 in ORs 
matters ! 
. farther obſervable, that in nuch minutiæ as 
compoſe a great part of the Corpus et funtagma 


Confeſſionum, there neither is, nor ever was any 


tolerable excuſe for obliging all the members of 
their reſpective churches to an exact uniformity 
of opinion, were ſuch a thing indeed poſſible; 
nor, if theſe curious points ſhould be deemed of 
more importance, than has yet been diſcovered, 
and thoſe who impoſe them were the ſole judges 
of this importance, [a thing always taken for 
granted by themſelves, but perhaps not ſo caſily 
pore even then could they be _ in ap- 
4 1 
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plying ſuch means for the attainment of any end; 
in how favourable a light ſoever it might appear 
to the generality, or however flattering to hem 
ſelves; how much ſoever it might promiſe to ad- 
vance any ſecular intereſt, or eſtabliſh any pre- 
tenſions to ſuperior ſanctimony; and thereby en- 
able ſuch diſciples of the meet and lowly Jeſus, to 
hbrd it over God's heritage, inſtead of being exam- 
ples to the flock; to have dominion over their faith, 
rather than be helpers of their joy. = 
We now indeed profeſs other ſentiments and 
' reſolutions. We are willing to allow thoſe Who 
have the misfortune of diſſenting from us, to 
think freely for themſelves; and diſown the leaſt 
intention to deprive them of this freedom : nay; 
rather ſeem to extol that clemency, which ceaſes 
to puſh on a rigorous execution of the ſevere 
ſtatutes made againſt them in the days of our 
fathers, ſaying, if we had lived in thoſe days, we 
would not have carried matters with fo high a 
hand: Vet, alas! do not even we. ſometim mes 
betray an inclination to keep ſuch inhuman taws 
till hanging over their heads, and thereby hold 
the unhappy ſubjects of them always at our mer- 
cy!—This may appear to ſome a more decent and 
refined piece of political wiſdom, which anſwers 
all ends more effectually, than either counte- 
nancing or complying with any attempt to en- 
force ſuch ſtatutes by a too odious and invidious 
proſecution. Whereas, in truth, theſe ſame pe- 
nal laws, while they ſubſiſt, give ſo great encou- 
N to informers, that it 1s often out of our 
Ye 1 Power 
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| power to prevent the execution of them, were we 
never ſo well diſpoſed to do it: and it may at 
length perhaps merit our conſideration, whether 
an abſolute denial of relief to theſe our proteſtant 
brethren, on their repeated ſapplications (who beſt 
know their own fore, and their own grief) muſt not 
prove an ill return for all the Hbours which many 
of them have ſucceſsfully beſtowed upon the com- 
mon cauſe of Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm; la- 
bours, which if we were as ready to reward, as we 
are to adopt, would have procured them a different 
treatment from that of being 2 to confiſ- 
cations, and impriſonment. 
We are told indeed, that it 1s Sellers better 
and ſafer to let a law drop by diſuſe, than to abo- 
liſh it by a formal repeal. But no example of this 
is given; and it is fo far from being the general 
ſenſe of our Legiſlature, that hardly a ſeſſion 1s ſut- 
fered to paſs without expunging from the ſtatute 
books ſome or other of theſe antiquated ordinances. 
With reſpect to an entire, complete Toleration, 
the matter of fact ſeems to be no other than this: 
In countries where, moſt liberty is allowed, we 
find the moſt knowledge of Chriſtianity; and by 
conſequence, moſt room to expect the pureſt pro- 
feſſion of it. To what elſe can be aſcribed the 
manifeſt ſuperiority,which we juſtly boaſt over our 
Popiſh neighbours? And ſhould not we, on any 
other occaſion in the world, think of extending 
an expedient, which, ſo far as it has hitherto been 
tried, ever has ſucceeded fo well and happily? 
We are * indeed terrified with the miſ⸗ 
1 4 . cluevous 


chievous conſequences that might ariſe, if people 
were ſuffered to declare their own religions, with- 
out ſubſcribing to what we pleaſe to call the Fun- 
damentals of Chriſtianity : and yet what miſchiefs 
have ariſen from permitting the Jes to exerciſe - 
their religion, without any ſuch ſabſcription®?. 
But how agreeable foever ſuch a Toleration 
may appear to all ſound policy, as well as to 
the firſt principles of our benevolent religion; it 
is much to be doubted, whether a conſiderable 
majority amongſt us do not ſtill continue tena- 
cious of quite different maxims; nor is it leſs 
_ doubtful, to what cauſes this may be moſt juſtly 
attributed: Whether to any ſuch apprehenſion, 
as that abovementioned; or to fome ſecret love 
of ſpiritual domination, which ſtill holds poſſeffion 
of their hearts; and which 1s ever preſenting it- 
ſelf, under a variety of ſpecious titles and ap- 
pearances : Though it be hardly now admitted 
as A POWER TO RULE THE CONSCIBNCES OF MEN; 
in which very form this favourite doctrine was 
long tacked, and aukwardly enough, to the Bible 
itſelf, and keeps its place there in ſeverat edi- 
tions +: Yet it comes in for its claim of ſus= 
* I remember, indeed, a ſhort theological diſpute was once at- 
tempted to be raiſed againſt naturalizing them, from that ingenious 
topic the great danger of defeating prophecies, It was firft ſtarted 
in a ſmall performance, faid to be done by one of the Common Coun- 
cil of London; which probably gave the original cue to ſome perſons, 
of greater eminence, for founding an alarm. This piece was wrote 


with much appearance of ſimplicity, and had a ſuitable text ſet be- 

fore it: Theſe men being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city. —— 
+ Vid. Contents of the latter part of Pſalm cxlix. Ed. Bill, to, 

1702, Baſket, 4to, 1733. Do. fol. 1739. Though I muſt do both 


our Univerſities the juſtice to remark, that in their late editions, this 
u tolerably qualified, R 


3 2 


| 4 20 2 85 
iim, as including ſome kind OY coercive jurif. 
diction, ſome branch of a certain power of the keys, 
—as an authority of order, &c. &c. whatever may 
be comprehended under ſuch more plauſible 
terms. But how fond ſoever ſome Clergymen 
may be of Clerical Authority, the beſt of their 
predeceſſors, the Apoſtles, appeared to. have ſmall 
concern about it. When a warm controverſy a- 
roſe in the church of Rome, concerning a diſtinc- 
tion of days, and meats, and drinks; of equal 
importance with many, that have. ſabſiſted lince; 
we do not find St. Paul, with the officiouſneſs of 
later church governors, proceeding to frame an 
Article upon this queſtion; but on the contrary, 
leaving each perſon to the perſuaſion of bis own 
mind; and neither decreeing nor recommending 
any other practice or profeſſion relative to it, be- 
fide that of charity and mutual forbearance *. 
What an engine for other purpoſes has the 

commiſſion, which Chriſt is ſuppoſed to have 
given St. Peter +, been in other hands! And yet 
Peter himſelf never once appealed to it, nor 
claimed any kind of preeminence from it. Nay, 
it is ſomewhat remarkable that Mark, who is ſaid 
to have written under Peter's own inſpection, has 
omitted the very mention of this commiſſion, 
e he has preſerved the hiſtory which led to 
it f: fo little anxious was the Apoſtle, to diſplay | 
any ſuch token of fuperiority! And how much 
greater reaſon have we at this day, to abandon 
all ſuch claims under every denomination? Since 
| Mt. we 

* Rom. xiv. + Matth, xvi. 18. t Mark, viii. 29- 
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we have ſeen the effects of them early and late, 


abroad and at home: each period of church 
hiſtory yielding moſt Sen evidence, that all 


loch Fortifications, as they are uſually ſtiled, when 


once mounted with a proper train of artillery, 
and that properly played off, ' inſtead of ſerving | 


to annoy the enemy, are but too o apt to hurt our 1 8 0 


friends. 
_- Such doctrinal Foils ks none, but 
conſcientious men, from any particular commu- 
nion; they create no difficulty to others, who 
ſubſeribe them as things of courſe; and in the like 
circumſtances, will ſubſcribe any thing. 
Neither can theſe Tefts hinder the moſt cau- 
tious and inoffenſive perſons from delivering their 
real ſentiments on any ſubject, which they judge 
to be of importance; and where they muſt think 
themſelves obliged to bear their teſtimony, not- 
withſtanding that the oppoſite ſide happens to 
have been decreed with all ſolemnity. Nor in 
fact, does there now. appear a leſs variety of 
opinions, though a leſs ſafe one, among thinking 
perſons, where any competent degree of liberty 
remains, than in all probability there would have 


been, if no ſuch decrees ever had exiſted. Nay, 36 


ho could any thing, do we imagine, but enjoin- 
ing the belief, and annexing emoluments to the 
profeſſion of ſundry opinions, have ever given 
importance to them, or cauſed ee and 


AB created. animolities about then? 


- Our Church at firſt proceeded on the moſt ex- 
rabve Han, of accommodating matters v with her 
H 3 th DT ſeveral 


=. 


ſeveral diſputants; by the help of general, com. 


nin debate. But this ſoothing project proved of 
little avail, and of as ſmall continuance. She is 
indeed complimented for the Device, by one in 


tte reuim mf wwillingiy ſubſcribed; whence he pro- 
ceeds to argue, in the fame comfortable way, that 


and by the Aube authority *, we Serbe intention 
of theſe ſame articles defined in a very different 
manner; and declared to be, not for ibe covering 
and cloting, but for averding diverſtties of opinions, 
. ral, and grammatical ſenſe, and not to draw them 
might render them conformable to the more ap- 


it ſometimes proves more difficult to reduce their 


ſeldom t tothe the hgh in aten points as 


(=) 


prehenſive terms, trying to take in ſuch as might 
hold different opinions on the various queſtions 


high authority; who comforts himſelf with a per- 
ſuaſion, that by this means all clergymen within 


they all agreed in the wufunl meaning of. the ſaid ar- 
ticles; and that men of all farts took the fame articles 
to be for them, even in thoſe curiuus points where the 
then differences lay: white at the very ſame time, 


and eftubliſhmg conſent touching true religion; and 


are commanded to receive them in the ſtrict, /ite- 
afide any way; 1. e. by any conſtruction, which 
provetl methods of interpreting the Bible: Tho 
terms to ſuch conformity, than to extract the 
plain ſenſe oſ Scripture from itſelf, by comparing 
the ſeveral paſſages together, on any ſubject where 
it has given an expreſs decifion ; which indeed 


are 


* PDE boch the authority and ſenſe of his 0 decke: 
ration, ke Maſbeim, Eccl. Hiſt. Vol. IV. 2 note m. 13 39. 5 


Cw) 


are at Ene under conſideration. And fincs 5 
neither any paſſage of Scripture, nor conſe- 
quently any good expoſition of it, can have more 


than one meaning; if in ſupporting any doctrine 
deduced fram ſuch paſſage, we are forced to have 


recourſe to what is called a Latitude of Interpre- 

tation; i. e. no interpretation at all: —if we bs 
driven to ſuch wretched ſhifts; in order to get rid 

of the numerous perplexities which ſurround 
theſe knotty points, and make it ſo very difficult 

an attempt to unravel them: why cannot we at 
length learn prudence enough to _ them __ 


and let them and us reſt in peace? 


In truth, whatever be the pretence, the com- 
uence, of demanding 


mon aim, at leaſt the 
univerſal aſſent to articles of Faith, is not ſo 


much to fix any definite and determinate ſenſe on 
certain paſſages of Scripture, as to add ſomething, 
to deduce and infer certain points of doctrine 


find there; hereby fairly intimating our inability | 
to comprehend the thing ourſelves, and teaching 


us to acquieſce in theſe determinations rather 


than attempt it; to give credit to thoſe wiſe and 
learned perſons, who have taken ſo much pains to 
remove all difficulties for us, in order both to 


ave us the trouble, and ſecure us from the dan- 
ger of encountering them. 


Or perhaps this whole plan may have been no 
more than a Faſbion with many framers of mo- 
dern eceleſiaſtical conſtitutions, formed merely in 

imitation of other conſtitutions, and following 
| 771 #4 . _ 
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45 24 ) | | 
that general practice, to the contemplation where- 
of they had ſo long been habituated; that 11 did 
not well know how to 80 on without 1 It. — But 
be this as it ma: 
Let us next proceed to forme Pleas offered in 
s of the practice. | Ht! 
One of theſe, drawn from * det Writings 
being capable of ſuch a variety of ſenſes, that 
men of widely different perſuaſions ſhelter them 
en under the ſame forms of expreſſion; is 
anſwered, firſt, by a query, Whether the Scrip- 
tures are in reality ſo differently interpreted, in 
points of real conſequence; and whether taking 
this for granted, and making ourſelves the ſole 
judges of that cunſoqrivnee, 858 not t begging the 
N queſtion? 
Secondly: If ſome 5 Sans be FORT of 
err interpretations, they are not more ſo than 
other ancient writings muſt be, to perſons unac- 
quainted with the genius of the language, the 
notions, cuſtoms, &c. of thoſe times wherein 
they were written: nay, than theſe i interpretations 
themſelves: will be, n. b ancient, on the 
very ſame account. 
Nor, Thirdly, 285 he ſn; hed * eſ- 
eee expoſitions mend the matter; 
but rather make it worſe, and add a new burden; 
fince not only theſe Expoſitions will at length be- 
come equally difficult to be expounded, and ad- 
juſted to the Text, as obſerved already; but are 
' moreover attended with many other 0 effects, as 
will appear more fully hereafter. 


Another 


. 
- : 
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Another common Plea of the ſame kind, is, 
in public, if no ſuch reſttaint as this were laid 
upon the Teachers. To which it may briefly 
be replied: Let thoſe, who are entruſted with the 
power of admitting perſons to be Teachers, care- 


purpoſe; and according to the beſt of their judg- 
ments, reject ſuch as they find either groſſly ig- 


whom they have juſt reaſon to ſuſpect of a de- 
grace their calling: as is done in the like 
is taken to guard againſt every inſtance of it. 

kind in purſuance of the promiſe which they 
then make, with all faithful diligence to baniſh: and 
drive away; [i. e. by argument and exhortation] 


worde and to this end, let the Church, if ſhe 


it, or Homilies properly adapted to their own times; 


hal all ſorts of peſtilent hereſies might be taught | 


fully enquire into their | qualifications. for that 


norant of the general principles of religion, or 
termined reſolution to conteran them, and diſ- 
caſes of immoral conduct; where all poſſible care 


And let ſuch as enter on this ſacred Office, be 


l erroneous and ſtrange doerines contrary to God's 
thinks fit, apply them with proper Comments on 


[both which were intended by thoſe excellent 
_ perſons, who procured the laſt royal commiſſion 
for a review, though perhaps they are not now 
ſo neceſſary;] together with a variety of occa- 
fional Offices, [which was then likewiſe in all pro- 
bability deſigned; and would be ſtill highly -uſeful;] 
and, if you pleaſe, with Articles of Religion alfo, 
by way of more compendious inſtruction, or as 
meet helps and directions for the more effectual 
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— of their miniſtry v. But let 15 not 
convert what is thus provided for the edification 
of her ſons, into a ſnare for their defiru#ion, by 
_ forcing them to maintain, and in effect ſwear to, 
the rectitude and certainty. of every thing that 
ſhe delivers: which grand miſtake ſeems to have 
been the wewrev eudeg, that has occaſioned all the 
miſchief in thats caſes. — Let not matters of 
doubtful diſputation, which are endleſs; nor arbi- 
| trary, unſcriptural deciſions, which too common- 
ly encroach upon the liberty of prophbeſying, be 
made a Teſt of each perſon's qualification for 
' the miniſtry; an indiſpenſable: condition of his 
being admitted to, and continuing in it. 
Nor need we go about to detect and abies; or 
embarraſs ourſelves with entering a particular 
caveat againſt all thoſe wicked errors, which have 
been advanced in oppoſition to the acknowledged 
rule of our faith; [that method only tending, as 
was above intimated, to keep alive all ſuch abſur- 
dities, and perpetuate them; ]fince according to the 
old maxim, Rectum index ſui et obliqui; on the very 
ſuppoſition of their being ſuch, they are ſufficiently 
diftinguiſhable; [efe how come we by a ſufficient 
authority to condemn them ?] and zhoſe aoho cauſe 
diviſions — offences, egſily marked and avoided, ac- 
_ cording to the Apoſtle's exhortation : though 
we may not ſo readily deliver ſuch over to Satan, 
for want of the ſame extraordinary and apoſtoli- 
cal <a Nor does = one faction, in any re- 
=. . © - » hgzous 
ts to be the caſe preciſely with the 4rni- 
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rn Confeſſion, Eccl. Hiſt, c. 3- 912, 13, 
f _ XVI, 17. 
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gion community, appear to give more juſt * 
fence, and need more to be marked accordingly, 
than thoſe who hold ſuch principles of intole- 


france, as are evidently inconſiſtent with the na- 
_ rural rights and liberties of all mankind. 5 

Why may n 2 che 

ame ſituation with a Publi/ber? liable to cenſure 

for impieties when uttered by him; but not bound 

| beforehand to ſuch a clog of Precautrons,: as bur- 

den thouſands for one that there is occaſion to 


reſtrain; and which may perhaps not improperly 1 


be termed a continuation of the old Provsfors, 
but inverted, — opus as l 


venient hiring ak. proferments: when fairly. va- 
cant: theſe art calculated either to make a di- 
ſtreſsful vacancy of ſome, that may have been ho- 
neſtly obtained; or to preclude the attainment of 
3 by means no leſs premature. 
In fort, neither does any church diſcipline, 
built upon principles purely Chriftian, require 
_ fuch expedients; nor do the holy Scriptures en- 
join, or warrant them; nor os the Bible itſelf 
er want an eſtabliſhed Fence to guard, or au- 
thoritative comment to expound it ; but men are 
always wanting ſome means or other to extend 
its bounds, or as they modeſtly preſume, improve 
upon it. They long to introduce ſome parts of. 
their own ſyſtem, [by which they have ever been 
accuſtomed to interpret it;] where they con- 
elude, that the ſacred Writers have aka matters 


hort, or not ex eſſed N wien the p e 


ah: perſpicuity which might be wiſhed; or not 


in any degree ſubſidiary to it; or pay the ſame 

implicit obedience to any human authorities, as 
is due to that alone; or go one ſtep farther than 

that has gone in every point which it decides. 


drawn to fix the limits of a Chriſtian ſociety; or 
orber foundation laid by 


Catholic communion, beſide thoſe already ſet by 
that infallible Guide, which is alone able to con- 


make us aniſe unto ſalvation, 1 en ene 

unto all good works f. 

It would be leſs neceſſary 1 to repeat theſe trite 

and obvious reflections, were it not equally ob- 
_ vious to remark the notorious inconſiſtency, which 


This perfect ſufficiency of holy Scripture, 4 


N 


adapted themſelves to e en in 1 ſince their 
rr 

duch men are conſtantly. in ins of wee: 
ing from their rule, ſo far as they ſet up another 


Nor can any plan be produced as a Center of 
Union , or ground of Unity in Opinion; or line 


any man for its ſtability: 
nor ought other bars to be ſet for the reſtraint of 


duct us to the mark and prize of our high calling, io 


has at all times prevailed concerning them: v. g. 


Churches are willing enough to allow in words, 
a in fact as ne 24g . Nen md have re- 


courſe 


„For the like purpoſe of 1 men teget her, and 25 a monument, 
or mar, [Gen. xi. 4. Comp. Werthingten, B. L \ 8. and Gogutt, 
Orig. of Laws, &c. Jatrod. p. 2*.] to preſerve and to perpetuate 
that kind of anion among them, was the tower of Babel erected by 
the great political archteQs of thoſe times: and perhaps it will be 
thought worth obſerving, that a like fate has — 5 ſome other 
feructures raiſed by their ſucceſſors in the fame art, and for the very 
ſame end. | 

+ @ Tims. ili. 55 16, 17. 
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: col to Pris of their own deviſing to 910 
for they can properly mean nothing elſe but 
ſupplying] the defects of it; reſolved to become 
iſe above what is there written, and to ſeek out 
for themſelves better ways of ue ee en thoſe 
FINCH ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt. 75 
This whole attempt therefore to ſettle Sevips 
ture doctrines, or rather ſubſtitute others in their 
room, through unſeriptural interpretations; is by 
ſome deemed unneceſſary; by others impious. 
And ſurely ſuch a conduct will amount to ſome- 
thing very different from that of eſtabliſhing 
Forms of Prayer, and public Offices, or of decree- 
ing Rites and Ceremonies; which Scripture has 
left at large, under that {ome canon of decency 
and order F. 
Theſe ſeem to be proper fabjefts * a ſpecial 
determination, to prevent diviſions and confuſion 
m Divine Worſhip; and as the notions of man- 
kind concerning moſt of them, vary in various 
times and places; and none in particular are 
eſteemed of neceſſity to ſalvation: — theſe may 
very ſafely be determined by the reſpective go- 
vernors in each country, [which, one would 
think; muſt afford ground enough to ſupport the 
beſt Eftabliſhment;] though the fewer ſuch are, 
and the more ſuited to the native ſimplicity, and 
true * of ene the: ſafer and che 
better. 
But if men will 80 farther than this, 605 TY | 
the oe ; viva in ſcleRing and enacting certain 
pres doctrines, ä 


2 1 Cer. X1v, 40. 
pk * 
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4 
doctrines, as prime articles of Faith; it behoves 
them carefully to guard againſt all errors and 


abuſes, by keeping as ſtrictiy as 18 poſſible to 25 


* words of Scripture. 

Nor let it here be ſaid, that for the ſame Nene 
none but Scripture language ſhould be uſed in 
preaching ; ſince the two caſes are widely different: 
the one CO decides matters for us, and 


| binds them upon us; the other purpoſes only 


ta inſtruct and aſſiſt us in the true ſenſe of Gods 


word, by explaining and enforcing it according 


to modern ideas, and the uſual modes of reaſon- 


ing in our part of the world; by rightly dividing 
it, and applying proper portions of it to the 


ſeveral exigencies of a congregation ; for the 


ſoundneſs, pertinence, and propriety whereof, 
every Preacher is well underſtood to be anſwer- 


able; and therefore muſt be allowed to make uſe 
of ſuch terms, as he finds beſt ſuited to his pur- 
poſe. Nor is there now- a- days a Divine autho- 


rity pretended to, in any l inſtance of 
diſcharging this duty. 


80 little reaſon can there be for drawing a pa- 


rallel between theſe two, either as to the mode 


and end of their — a or in 2 of uſe 
and edification. | | 
Our Church, as has ban faid, repeatedly ff. 


0 that the holy Scriptures contain all dotirines 
required of neceſſity for eternal ſalvation; and as theſe = 
were originally delivered to the very loweſt of the 


people, and in the moſt popular language, the 


ſubſtance of them will at all times be — 8 


m- 


"SY 


;ntelli gible; nor can any ſett of Propoſitions on 


any F undamentals of the Chriſtian Faith, [which 
laſt perhaps will appear on examination, to be 


N 


much fewer than are generally imagined,] be 


expreſſed more clearly and diſtinctly, than is there 
done to our hands, over and over; due allowance 
being made for the foreſaid difference between 


the then popular modes of ſpeaking and our own. 


Nor can we juſtly claim the power of calling any 
man to account for his ſentiments on ay ſub- 
ject not thus aſcertained. 


In other curious points, which have at all times 


conſtituted the bulk of learned Controverſy, if 
we find perſons fixing wrong ſenſes, as we think, 
on any parts of Scripture; that can hardly give 


us a right of pinning it down for them by a par- 


ticular one of our own, how juſt and reaſonable 


ſoever we may apprehend it to be; ſince none of 
us openly pretend to infallibility; though we are 


to it. 


15 of every other man's Faith, and obtruding 


it upon him, inftead of having it to ourſelves before 


. Ne e eee had it, and 
| * to affect ſomething really PN Dol 


It is this fatal ſcheme of making ours the mea- f | 


God 3 which above all things tendeth, and will 


always tend, to increafe -the growing infidelity 


amongſt us; To create a careleſs diſre gard, or 


= 2 faſtidious contempt of all religion in ſome 


Perſons; with a fevere cenſure of, and a ſtrong 


renitency againſt this abhorred practice of -en- ö 


. here ſhall be taken for it, in others; 


who 1 
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I Ska ſeem determined thoroughly to ſift e our thn 
ſtitution: And it is evident, that by the increaſe 
of general knowledge, and a no leſs general taſte 
for liberty, numbers become equally qualified 
and diſpoſed to do ſo; while others yet appear 
not to be duly ſenſible, under what difficulties we 
of the Eſtabliſhment muſt lie, in ſuch a confuſed 
ſtate of things, as is neceſſarily produced by the 
want of thoſe timely reviſals, and gradual refor- 
mations, which might enable it to keep pace with 
each improvement in every branch of ſcience. 
Were ſome perſons ſenſible of this, they would 
not ſurely be ſo forward to ſuſpect us of hypo- 
_ criſy and prevarication, while we eſteem ourſelves 
bound to keep up all theſe forms, till relieved by 
proper authority: nor impute it wholly to our 
private intereſt, when we miniſterially comply 
with what we are not able to remove; and pa- 
tiently remain in poſts, however ;nvidiouſly miſ- 
repreſented, where it is conceived that we may 
do more good, and perform a more acceptable | 
ſervice to our common Maſter; by continuing to 
labour on in his waſte vineyard, and wait his 
own good time for opportunities of uſing our 
little influence [hereby prevented from growing 
ſtill leſs} towards pruning a few wild branches in 
it, and rooting out ſome of the rankeſt weeds ; 
rather than deſpond immediately on every juſt 
cauſe of offence, that muſt occur to us; or peeviſhly 
revolt at each injurious reproach, that will be caſt 
upon us. If our firſt Reformers had quitted 


| their ſtations 3 in the Church, inſtead of 285 all 
1 eir 


1 33 ) 
their endeavours. to amend it; ſhould. we have 555 
had reaſon either to admire their ſpirit, or * 

plaud their conduct at this day? . 

In the mean time it muſt afford no ſmall fatif 7 
faction, that our Church in her excellent offices 

of ordination, and likewiſe in ſome parts of her 
articles, directs us to the ſure rule of God's holy 
word; and exhorts us to all diligence in reading and 
ſtudying | it, and making uſe of every help to im- 
prove and perfect our knowledge in it; and has 
with great ſolemnity required us 70 inſtruct the 


people out of it, and teach nothing as of neceſſity. to 
ſalvation, but that which may be proved by it. And 


greater would the ſatisfaction till have proved, 
had equal care been taken to preſerve that rule 
inviolate! Happy would it have been for ſome of 
her ſons, had ſhe, by an un iform adherence to the 
ſame rule, ſteadily renounced, or in a perfectly | 
conſiſtent manner explained that Authority in 
Controverfies of Faith *, which ſets her independent | 
of it, in their apprehenſion ; who may be tempt- 
ed to enquire, whether ſuch a pretenſion, under 
whatſoever ſavings of private judgment, [a clauſe 
which ſeems here to be quite nugatory,] has not 
a manifeſt tendency to diſgrace any church in 
the world, and impair the Hfaber influence of its 
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Some have dat to foften this, TR: ſug ede that it 
means no more than the weight of her judgment or advice in doubt 
ful points; like that of any other collective body at a conſultation 
in * ſeience or profeſſion. But is there not a material difference 
between offering a ch judgment or advice by. way of inſtruction in 
ay caſe, and infiſting on its being followed, or inforcing its weight 


Len to the ruin of all thoſe, who cannot in their own conſciences 
| comply with it? 


15 340 5 
miniſters Whether it does l obſtruct e 


fair and impartial feareh into the true ſcope of the 
Divine Oracles; and make men backward even to 
look into them, for fear of finding there ſome- 
thing not quite eonſiſtent with what they have 


| : already aſſented to, and muſt beware of ever va- 


rying from at their peril? Whether it does not 
ſteop any farther progreſs in religious knowledge; 
cauſing that to be decided once for all, by one 
particular ſet of men, and theſe perhaps in times 
not the moſt knowing, which were better left to 

the ſucceſſive enquiries of feveral orders and pro- 
feflions, and to the growing wiſdom of ages ? — 
Whether it does not manifeſtly diſturb the public 
tranquilfity; and heap up perpetual matter of 
contention, by advancing ſome points for eſſen- 
tials in religion, which are very far removed from 
the foundation of it; and by a warm conteſt for 
fuch, and [as it too generally happens] ſuch a- 
lone, miſplacing all the merit, and eſteem of its 
profeſſors; and in proportion to the prevalence of 
that ſame ſpirit, deadening their zeal, and diſ- 
couraging their labours, in every thing Iruely, vir- 
tuous, and ene i. e. $00 and profitable | 
unto men? 
I he caſe of — indiſeriminate impoſition, 
; 1 not much better with reſpect to collec- 


tions of unreformed Statutes in our bodies cor- 
porate, both Eecigſſaſtic and Collegiate; to the ob- 
ſervance whereof young perſons are obliged to 
take an oath, or loſe” the benefit of ſuch emo- 


luments and education; when muſt es 
: 


TH) 


theſe oaths cheap, whilſt many of the contents: 


thus ſworn fo in the groſs, by growing uſeleſs, 
or impracticable, are TG ſcarcely worth a 
ſerious examination . 


Nor is it any great wonder, if the generrlity in 


each caſe think there is no ſufficient reaſon for 
debarring themſelves from the chief advantages 


of ſociety, by ſcrupling to comply with certain 


forms, containing ſuch directions, as by length 


of time and change of circumſtances, are become 
: ſo very unfit for the purpoſes intended by them, 


and original Impoſers themſelves, neither meant 


nor wiſhed, that in ſuch circumſtances 12252 N 


ever continue to be obſerved. 


While again, numbers will ſuffer all the in- 


conveniences attending each fruitleſs endeavour 
to 225 their fr and ſhake off theſe 


1 


Na Same old 88 4 direQors of. ſtatutes, have been wiſe 
enough to inſert particular authors, to the reading whereof they. 
confined their reſpeckive ſtudents; and if their ſucceſſors had been 
no wiſer than to purſue the ſame plan of education, it would have 


moſt effectually put an end to all improvements; and we might 99: 
fuck faſt in Ariftocle to this day. Vid. Stat. Ox. Tit. 4. 14. 


Stat. Cant. c +. Trin. Coll. ib. c. 9. Prælector Ariffote/em 1 45 do- 
P 


cendo phitoſo am, alium authorem præterea neminem, interpre- 


tetur. We cannot expect, that ſuch conſtitutions ſhould be much- bo 


more judicious in the article of Divinity. 


But yet for the credit of ſome of our foundations, i it ought to be 


Frog that the following truly proteſtant oath is annexed to their 
tutes. : 


Ego- N. P. meipſam aſtringo, et Deo teſte promitto ac ſpondeo, 


timo, me veram Chriſti Religionem omni animo complexurum, 


cripturz authoritatem hominum judiciis przpoſiturum, regulam 
vitæ et ſummam fidei ex verbo Dei petiturum, authoritatem Re iam 
in omnibus ſummam, et externorum epiſcoporum juriſdictioni mi- 
nime ſubjectam æſtimaturum: et contrarias verbo Dei opiniones omni 


voluntate et mente refutaturum; Vera conſuetis, ferigia non ſcriptis, 
_ aten causa antebabiturum. 2 | 


* 


that there 18 every reaſon to believe, the Founders 


4 = S, 
. 
- 


t Fy T 


"TORS fetters: whereof we have too freque nf, 


ſome melancholy examples. And if {till greater 
' prejudice do not hence ariſe, both to the civil and 
religious intereſts of many worthy men amongſt 

us, it muſt 'be merely accidental; owing more 


perhaps to the wiſdom and good riature of our 
governors, or the mild temper of the times, than 
either to the laws or ſpirit of our conſtitution, 


E as that now ſtands, and probably wil ſtand a 
while longer. 


May all thoſe, who as well to it, be . 
to conſider, that if a falſe, obdurate policy among 
the Jewiſh rulers, refuſing to be reformed when 


the time was fully come, and rather determining 


to cruſh all thoſe who propoſed and urged the 
proper means of any Reformation, brought on 
the diſſolution of that degenerate ſtate, which 


ſuch weak policy was purely calculated to avoid: 


— Whether a like ſettled reſolution to ſupport 


the maxims and traditions of our forefathers, and 
_ adhere to the ſame meaſures for ſecuring ſonie 


preſent eaſe and advantage; while we reject all 
thoſe things that belong to our laſting peace, how 
frequently ſoever they have been pointed out, 
and preſſed upon us; — whether, I ſay, this may 


not haſten the deſtruction of our Feruſalem, when 


we are equally inſenſible of its approach, and 


unable to withſtand it! . 


However, as I cannot but eſtcem it to be the 
duty of every one in this our day, to contribute 


what lies in his power to the preſervation and 


improvement both of church and ſtate, by em- 
| a4 IRE bracing 


| mit the event to the 
fuling Providence, 
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